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ENCLOSURE

18 May 1964

EYBIBOT: Uee of the Compuber in the Preparation of “South Vietnsam:
Populetion spil Administrative Divieions” by GC/F

1. An uvrgent need existed for a base map of South Vietnam depict-
Ing population, adwministrative divisions, snd major transportation.
FPopulation datn and the bounderies of 241 second-order administrative
ugits {(districts and mnieipalities) were avallable but no known ares
measuranents exigted. The problem then was to measure these administra-
tive units and calculate the population demsity.

2, To neaswce the admindstrative units; they were firat band-cut
from 8 msp at the seale of 1:400,000. The cutouts were taken to the
Geopyaphy Divislon of the Burseu of Census, where they were passed
throngh the wey area camputer. This device then punched onto cards the
ares measuied iv sguare inches.

3. A program was written by the Sclentific Branch, Applieations
Dlvinion, Office of Cormputer Services. The puncheards and program were
Fed into su IR TOUO compnter sloug with the populaticn figuves. The
rastlts were a listing by district of square miles, square kilometers,
snd population deneity in both squerzs miles and aquare kilometers end
& second listing srrenged in inereasing density. The latter was used to
derive the six population categorles shown on the map. Also obtained
from this process weve other staltlstics on percentages and average
deneitles.

Y. If the D/GC Flexowriter hed been opevable at the time, the
eompober cubtput could huve antomntleslly set the type for the tsble on
the map.

5. Coples of the map end brochures on the map ares compubter can be
obteined from _ of D/eG and _o:f B/ae.
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